
Scorpions, Eggs, and the Holy Spirit

Jesus said to his disciples “Suppose one of you has a friend to whom he goes at midnight and
says, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread, for a friend of mine has arrived at my house from a
journey and I have nothing to offer him,’ and he says in reply from within ‘Do not bother me; the
door has already been locked and my children and I are already in bed.  I cannot get up to give
you anything.’ I tell you, if he does not get up to give him the loaves because of their friendship,
he will get up to give him whatever he needs because of his persistence.

And I tell you, ask and you will receive; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be
opened to you.  For everyone who asks, receives; and the one who seeks, finds; and to the one
who knocks, the door will be opened.  What father among you would hand his son a snake
when he asks for a fish? Or hand a scorpion when he asks for an egg? If you then, who are
wicked, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the Father in heaven
give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him?”

Luke 11:5-13

Jesus says that if you ask you will receive; if you knock the door will be open.  I want to take
Jesus to task for this because there are times when I ask for specific things—things that seem
good for me—and I haven’t gotten what I asked for. So when he says, “Ask and it will be given
you,” I want to respond, “Really, Jesus??  Past experience has shown otherwise.”

When I pray about it, however, it’s easy for me to remember times when I thought I knew what
was best for me but it turned out I didn’t. Something that I thought would be just the right thing
for me turned out not to be such a good thing after all.  I can also name times when I thought
that this thing or this person coming towards me was the worst thing or person I could imagine.
And then when it or they finally arrived in my life, it turned out to be a blessing in disguise.  The
truth is that we do not always know what is good for us and bad for us.  So God asks us to trust
him.  Like a firm but loving parent, God will give us what is good for us—whether we like it or
not!  And if we ask for an egg when the egg isn’t good for us, then he is not going to give us the
egg.

But what does he give us? Let’s look again at Jesus’ words: “If you, then, know how to give
good gifts to your children, how much more will the Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to
those who ask him?” Jesus will never give us the scorpion but sometimes we won’t get the egg
either.  But this is our consolation prize: THE HOLY SPIRIT! We get the Holy Spirit!  This is what
he will always give us if we ask. He will give us the Holy Spirit who comforts us.  The root of the
word “comfort” is con fortes: “with strength.”  Comfort is not about me feeling better but about
me gaining strength.  The Holy Spirit will give me the strength to live without the egg for a
while—maybe even forever.
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